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CateChetiCal Sunday
Proclaiming the Good News with Love and Joy

By Anne Marie Kaufmann
Pastoral Associate for Faith Formation & 

Religious Education

On the third Sunday of September, the Catholic Church in 
the United States celebrates Catechetical Sunday. Through 
this celebration, we recognize those in our parish who are 
catechists and to reflect on the meaning of catechesis, a 
ministry to which all of us are called generally and some 
are called more specifically. This year the United States 
Catholic Bishops have adopted the scripture verse: “Come 
to me all you who labor and are burdened” (Mt 11:28) as 
the theme for the catechetical year. As we welcomed over 

540 children and teens from 275 families last Sunday to 
the start of faith formation this year, I must admit that 
I had little sense of a burdened community! Instead, I 
experienced much joy and eagerness among both catechists 
and families to begin anew our year together.

Bob, a new catechist, shared the following: “My first day 
as a catechist was very refreshing. All the students were 
excited to participate. We even discovered that we have a 
geography/history expert in our 3rd grade class who was 
eager to recite some facts while we sat on the classroom rug 
with the USA map.”

Kathleen, a veteran catechist, reflected: “I’ve had many 
first days of RE, but every one comes with the excitement 
of seeing something all-new, full of possibilities and hope. 
We talked about our names when we took attendance, 
and I explained to the class that God called them by their 
name at baptism into a life with Him. It might have been 
my imagination, but it seemed like everyone sat up a little 
straighter upon hearing that.”

I believe this excitement flows from our gathering together 
to celebrate our life in Jesus Christ and to enter a place 
where we encounter God through word, one another, 
sacrament, and service and justice. We know that around 
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who are seeking to know God and help them to 
understand what it means to live as a follower of Jesus 
Christ in the Catholic tradition. RCIA meets weekly 
throughout the year and currently has 25 parishioners 
at various stages along the process; and 22 high school 
teens attended the Sunday youth group last weekend. 

To conclude, Pilar, another veteran catechist, writes: 
“Each faith formation class is like an Easter Sunday. 
Serving as catechist is a joyful ministry and is not a 
matter of your own will, it is God’s invitation, and 
you respond yes.” May we give thanks to those who 
have responded “yes,” and renew our commitment to 
bring the Good News with joy and love to those in 
our parish, our community, and world through the 
ministry of catechesis. 3
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us many are burdened, our world is weary, and 
the earth cries out for healing. In our own lives we 
labor in the face of personal and family struggles. 
Yet the encounter with the living God through the 
community we call Church gives us hope. In this we 
realize the Church’s mission to evangelize and the role 
of catechesis in furthering this mission.

Catechesis, or an “echoing” of the faith--a passing 
on to others of what we know, believe, and live-
-furthers evangelization. Evangelization “is the 
carrying forth of the Good News to all sectors of 
the human race, so that by its strength it may enter 
into the hearts of humankind and renew the human 
race.” (General Directory for Catechesis, 46) It begins 
with proclaiming the Good News both in word 
and in action. Pope Francis beautifully sums up the 
Good News: “Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life 
to save you; and now he is living at your side every 
day to enlighten, strengthen and free you.” (Joy of 
the Gospel, 164) Thus, our catechesis rests on love, 
drawing those we teach into a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ. It requires that we love those we 
catechize. While at times challenging, the reality that 
many of our catechists return each year to teach the 
same grade is an expression of this love. Nadine, a 7th 
grade catechist, joked that she “hasn’t made it past 7th 
grade!” It was clear through the joy in her voice that 
she delights in returning to accompany these young 
people each year. 

As catechists accompany those they teach, they offer 
ways to open hearts to the presence of the Holy Spirit 
and in turn to learn how to recognize God’s loving 
presence in their lives. One kindergarten catechist 
uses the idea of light when praying the Examen with 
her class. Each week she gives children a chance to 
answer the question, “Where did your light shine?” 
Parents, whose children are enrolled in At Home 
Catechesis, talk about God as they live out their day-
to-day activities, and together they awaken to God’s 
presence through nature, in their family, and among 
their friends. 

Adults on our team for the Rite of Christian Initiation 
and youth ministry volunteers also accompany those 

A Sacred Space of Final Repose

Holy Trinity’s Columbarium at Holy Rood Cemetery 
is located at 2126 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, on a 
hillside overlooking Georgetown, about a mile from 
the church.

The Columbarium is open to all, and over half of the 
available spaces have been sold.

Please note: a price increase is scheduled for 
November 1.

For more information, you can 
scan the QR code, visit the Holy 
Trinity Columbarium website at 
holytrinitycolumbarium.org, or call 
(202) 903-2836. Thank you.
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News & Upcoming Events

Sunday Youth Group
September 24 | 10:10 AM, Parish Center Library, 
Parish Center

All high school students welcome!

Season of Creation Eco Examen Event
September 17 | 10:15-11:00 AM, Chapel
As part of the Season of Creation, join the Green 
Team for a prayerful reflection on your personal 
relationship with creation. We will experience 
a guided Examen prayer to listen to how God 
is inviting us as individuals and as a parish 
community to care for creation and the most 
vulnerable.

An overview of the Examen:

1. I give thanks to God for creation and for 
being wonderfully made. Where did I feel God’s 
presence in creation today?
2. I ask for the grace to see creation as God does 
– in all its splendor and suffering. Do I see the 
beauty of creation and hear the cries of the earth 
and the poor?
3. I ask for the grace to look closely to see how 
my life choices impact creation and the poor 
and vulnerable. What challenges or joys do I 
experience as I recall my care for creation? How 
can I turn away from a throwaway culture and 
instead stand in solidarity with creation and the 
poor?
4. I ask for the grace of conversion towards 
ecological justice and reconciliation. Where have I 
fallen short in caring for creation and my brothers 
and sisters? How do I ask for a conversion of 
heart?
5. I ask for the grace to reconcile my relationship 
with God, creation and humanity, and to stand in 
solidarity through my actions. How can I repair 
my relationship with creation and make choices 
consistent with my desire for reconciliation with 
creation?
6. I offer a closing prayer for the earth and the 
vulnerable in our society.

(Courtesy of the Ignatian Solidarity Network)

2023-2024 Ignatian Retreats in Daily Life

Abiding in God’s Love - October 22-28, 2023 and 
January 21-27, 2024
An introductory retreat for those who are new to 
praying in the Ignatian Way
Emmanuel Retreat - December 3-9, 2023
Follow a daily practice of prayer in the way of Ignatius 
as we prepare our hearts for Christmas
Lenten Retreat - February 11 - March 23, 2024
Deepen your relationship with Jesus as you experience 
a taste of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola
Setting Captives Free - Feb 11, 18, 24 and March 3, 
10, 17, 2024
Discover through the guidance of the Holy Spirit how 
you may be complicit with systemic racism

Small Group Faith Sharing - Register now!
You are invited to join a small faith sharing group for 
eight weeks this fall. Trinity Faith Sharing will meet 
once a week, for one hour, the weeks of September 25 
through November 12. Participants reflect together 
on the Sunday scriptures and the ways they intersect 
with our lives. There will be both in-person and online 
groups. Please visit trinity.org/faithsharing for more 
info and to register for a group by 9/18.

Season of Creation Nature Walk
September 30 | 10:00 AM - Noon

Please join Fr. Kevin Gillespie and 
fellow parishioners for a nature 
walk on the grounds of the U.S. 
National Arboretum.

Carpool opportunities from the parish are available!

Please sign up here. bit.ly/4885W1d

Holy Trinity Garden Ministry
Join our Garden Ministry during this Season of 
Creation! Fall gardening dates are on the following 
Saturdays: Sept. 23, and Oct. 14.

To RSVP or request more info, please e-mail 
htgardeners@gmail.com
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Celebrating Catholic Women In Our Lives
As part of our celebration of St. Phoebe in September, we 
invited parishioners to share a story of a Catholic woman 
who has made a profound impact on their faith and how 
they live it out.

From Jane McAuliffe:
Less than a hundred yards from 
Holy Trinity lives one of the most 
saintly women I know. Of course, 
like most saints, she would bristle at 
the description and waste no time 
denying it. Sister Mary Berchmans 
Hannan, president emerita of Georgetown Visitation, 
has served the school for more than seven decades as 
a teacher, an academic administrator, a monastery 
leader, and a spiritual guide. 

In 1993, after a devastating fire gutted the school’s 
historic building, she spearheaded a stunning 
restoration that renewed the spirits of the entire 
Visitation community. In recent years, she has 
strengthened Visitation’s identity as a center of 
Salesian spirituality, securing its spiritual foundation 
for the generations to come. Most importantly, she 
has shaped the lives of countless students, continuing 
to advise and counsel many of them long into 
adulthood, while embodying a selfless model of 
servant leadership. 

Through all her activities and achievements, Sister 
Mary Berchmans has lived the virtues with which 
Saint Francis de Sales and Saint Jane Francis de 
Chantal imbued their order, the quiet virtues of 
humility, kindness, patience, simplicity, courage, 
acceptance and – my favorite – joyful optimism.

From Katie Laskey, Coordinator of Youth 
Ministry:
My friend, Lauren Harper, recently moved to Rome 
to pursue religious life with the Missionary Sisters of 
St. Charles Borromeo. 
Over the past two years of knowing her, I witnessed 
how she welcomed people with radical hospitality, 
inviting countless new people into her home for 
meals.
She shares her faith authentically and without 
judgment, always leaving room for the Holy Spirit to 
transform hearts. Her commitment to serving God 
through those put into her care is inspiring.

Abiding in God’s Love: An Ignatian Retreat 
in Daily Life
October 22 - 28, 2023
Registration Deadline: October 8
Join us in praying in the tradition of St. Ignatius 
Loyola, engaging the intellect, feelings, and 
imagination. During the retreat, you will be invited 
to reflect on the Mystery of God’s love spilling over 
into creation; become aware of God’s comforting 
presence in your life; listen to God’s call to you to be a 
receiver and giver of Divine Love; and become God’s 
friend. Register at trinity.org/ignatian-spirituality/gods-
abiding-love-retreat/. Questions? Contact moshea@
trinity.org.

Basketball Coaches Needed at HTS
Holy Trinity School fields basketball teams for grades 
3-8 and is looking for volunteer coaches 
for the upcoming season. Practices start 
in late October and the season generally 
ends in late February. If you or someone 
you know is interested in serving as a 
coach, please contact Lindsey Toohey 
at ltoohey@htsdc.org.

A President, a Pope, and a Vestment

Fr. Gillespie recently 
dedicated a memorial 
photo of the chasuble 
from Holy Trinity’s 
archive given by 
President Biden to Pope 
Francis in the fall of 
2021.

The photo hangs in the hallway between the 
Chapel and the Parish Center.

To learn more about how this 
chasuble went from a Jesuit 
Novitiate to a plastic bin at 
Holy Trinity and then on to 
the Vatican, please scan the QR 
code at right:
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Saturday, 5:30 PM
Sunday, 9:00 AM & 11:30AM
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Daily Readings

Tuesday of the Twenty-fourth Week in O.T.
1 Timothy 3:1-13 | Luke 7:11-17

Memorial of Saints Andrew Kim Tae-gon and 
Paul Chong Ha-sang 1 Timothy 3:14-16 | Luke 7:31-35

Feast of Saint Matthew
Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13 | Matthew 9:9-13

Friday of the Twenty-fourth Week In O.T.
1 Timothy 6:2c-12 | Luke 8:1-3

Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina
1 Timothy 6:13-16 | Luke 8:4-15

Monday of the Twenty-fourth Week in O.T.
1 Timothy 2:1-8 | Luke 7:1-10

Sunday, September 17

Monday, September 18

Tuesday, September 19

Wednesday, September 20

Thursday, September 21

FRIDAY, September 22

Saturday, September 23

Mass Intentions

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday 

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
8:00 AM

Steve Alvarez
Patty Craven & Lydia Robertson+

Carmela Marcaccio+
Bert Rosecan+

Alice Garland+
Patrick Conway+
Mary Ann Fernandez+
George Meierhofer

Week of September 18, 2023

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sirach 27:30—28:733:7-9 | Romans 14:7-9 | Matthew 18:21-35

Join or Die Film Screening & Discussion
September 22 | 7:00 PM, Trinity Hall

Holy Trinity will host a screening 
a screening of Join or Die, a 
documentary about why you should 
join a club (or church group!). 
Director/Producer Pete Davis will 
be present for a Q&A discussion 
and reception after the film.

For more info, please e-mail yacs@trinity.org 

LBGTQIA+ Ministry Events for September

Full Ministry Monthly Meeting
September 17 | 1:00 PM, Neale Room 
and Zoom
Social media & being a queer Catholic. 
Register: trinity/lgbtqia-ministry

Women and Marginalized Genders Discussion
September 19 | 7:00 PM on Zoom
Creating a Spiritual Oasis. Register: trinity/lgbtqia-
ministry

LGBTQIA+ Families & Friends Ministry
September 24 | 10:15AM, Neale Room
The Families and Friends Ministry will gather for the 
first time this year -- all are welcome! More info at 
trinity/lgbtqia-ministry.

Men’s Discussion Group
September 25 | 7:00 PM on Zoom
Processing Backlash as Queer Men of Faith. Register: 
trinity/lgbtqia-ministry

Volunteers Needed
Want to get involved with Youth Ministry but aren’t 
sure how? Contact Katie Laskey at klaskey@trinity.org 
to set up a meeting.

Teach-In Info Sessions
Info Sessions about the Ignatian Family Teach-In for 
Justice will take place on Zoom on September 19 at 
7:30 PM and October 2 at 7:00 PM. You can find 
the link on the parish calendar or at trinity.org/youth/. 
Contact Katie Laskey at klaskey@trinity.org with any 
questions.



Mission Statement

We are a Jesuit Catholic parish that welcomes all to 
accompany one another in Christ, celebrate God’s love 
and transform lives.

Parish Center

Phone: (202) 337-2840 Fax: (202) 337-9048
Emergencies Only: (202) 903-2817
Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:30am - 4:30pm
Saturday & Sunday : Closed

Jesuit Staff

Pastor

Associate Pastor

Associate Pastor

Associate Pastor

Kevin Gillespie, S.J.
(202) 903-2800

Pat Earl, S.J.
(202) 337-2840 x130

Ben Hawley, S.J.
(202) 903-2814

William Kelley, S.J.
(202) 903-2833

kgillespie@
trinity.org

pearl@
trinity.org

bhawley@
trinity.org

wkelley@
trinity.org

Parish Departments

Parish Operations

Accounting

Communications

Facilities

Faith Formation/
Religious Ed.

Holy Trinity 
School

Ignatian Retreats
& Training

Ignatian 
Spirituality

Liturgy

Music Ministry

Pastor’s Office/
Parish Life

Social Justice

Stewardship

Youth Ministry

tfavret@
trinity.org

emengiste@
trinity.org

tnewton@
trinity.org

dcampagnari@
trinity.org

akaufmann@
trinity.org

principal@
htsdc.org

moshea@
trinity.org

cheinhold@
trinity.org

tvaras@
trinity.org

mogden@
trinity.org

parishlife@
trinity.org

aklick@
trinity.org

rschuler@
trinity.org

klaskey@
trinity.org

Tom Favret
(202) 903-2847

Elebat Mengiste
(202) 903-2821

Ted Newton
(202) 903-2824

Dino Campagnari
(202) 903-2813

Anne Marie Kaufmann
(202) 903-2832

Katy Williams
(202) 337-2339

Martina O’Shea
(202) 903-2810

Catherine Heinhold
(202) 903-2819

Tony Varas 
(202) 903-2804

Matthew Ogden
202-903-2827

Lisa Dittmeier / Helene 
Flanagan (202) 903-2801

Ashley Klick
(202) 903-2836

Rock Schuler
(202) 903-2843

Katie Laskey
(202) 903-284610
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New Parishioner Registration

Welcome to Holy Trinity! We invite you to join our parish. 
You may register at www.trinity.org/register or scan the 
QR code below. 

Rite of christian Initiation

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a 
process of conversion and faith formation for individuals 
who are interested in living the Christian life in the 
Catholic tradition. Those who want to learn more about the 
possibility of becoming Catholic are welcome to come to 
the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening at 7pm in 
the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact 
Anne Koester at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825. 
Holy Trinity also offers RCIA adapted for children and 
youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school). 
Please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@
trinity.org (202) 903-2832 for more information.

LGBTQIA+ Ministry 

Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in 
Christ invites us to be more deeply aware of the diversity 
of our community and more welcoming to those who 
are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-
led ministry embraces individuals who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual 
and their families and friends. More information and 
upcoming meetings can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia 
or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)

PPC members share leadership responsibility with our 
pastor. As advisors to the pastor, PPC members assist the 
pastor in discerning, articulating and communicating to 
other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish, 
and they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that 
identity and mission. Contact President Jennifer Dorsey 
at ppcpresident@trinity.org and Vice President Gail Louis at 
parishcouncil@trinity.org.
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 to Love and Serve the Lord..

At Georgetown Home Care, we believe great personal care takes a personal touch. That’s why we 

put so much thought into matching each client with the right Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). 

Our services are available seven days a week, ranging from a few hours a week to 24-hour care. 

Services include:

> Assistance with personal care

> Transportation and running errands

> Medication reminders

> Light housekeeping

> Meal planning and preparation 

> Companionship

Our caring, compassionate CNAs can give someone you love the  

help they need to keep living at home. And that means peace of 

mind for both you and your loved one. 

“Now that I have a personal assistant,  
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

The Smile You Want.
The Attention You Deserve.

Stringent Infection Control Protocol

GoldenGlow.org
LOVERS OF ANTIQUE CHRISTMAS

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2023 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32980123
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32980511
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32980517


 A
d

v
e

rtise
 

B
u

sin
e

ss
o

r D
io

ce
sa

n
.co

m
/

8
0

0
-2

3
3

-8
2

0
0

3298

DeCarlo’s Restaurant has moved to The Westchester!
4000 Cathedral Avenue NW

RESERVATIONS  202-363-4220
Open for Lunch and Dinner 7 days a week        Valet Parking Available 

1226 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 965-1789

1232 36th St NW, Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 342-0009

SEASONAL  AMERICAN   
CUISINE

BY CHEF ADAM HOWARD

CRAFT COCKTAILS & 
CULINARY DELIGHTS

OPEN AT 5 PM  
WEDNESDAY–SATURDAY

1789RESTAURANT.COM FITZGERALDSDC.COM

OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

Washington, DC

CatholicMatch.com/goDC

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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