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Easter Reflection: Caravaggio’s Supper at Emmaus
by Fr. Kevin Gillespie, SJ

Some years ago, I attended a lecture by noted art historian 
Michael Fried of Princeton University, a specialist in 16th 
Century Baroque artist Caravaggio who is known for shocking 
audiences with his vivid and rather provocative biblical scenes. 
The Italian artist had a particular way of capturing a sudden 
and significant moment in the characters he painted. One 
such example is the painting to the right. It is titled, Supper at 
Emmaus (c. 1601, The National Gallery, London)

In this Easter story, Luke tells us of Cleopas and his companion 
walking away from Jerusalem, desolate and distraught about 
what had occurred to the one who they had thought would 
redeem Israel, Jesus the Nazarene. Then a traveler approaches 
and asks them what they were discussing. The traveler listens 
intently and proceeds to offer to them a wider perspective. 
The next scene has the traveler eating supper with the two 
companions when suddenly his face takes on a different 
appearance and the traveler is revealed as the risen Jesus. 

There are two features to this story worth noting. One is 
found in the phrase, “Cleopas and his friend.” It’s curious the 
name of Cleopas’s friend is not mentioned. Some scripture 
scholars suggest the friend was a woman and perhaps the 
wife of Cleopas. So why was she not named? Perhaps it was 
because a woman’s testimony in the ancient Near East was 
often suspected, and so Luke did not want to diminish this 
witness’s account.

Prof. Fried suggests another dimension to the story: in Supper 
at Emmaus Caravaggio depicts the traveler as female, and that 
is why the two companions did not recognize Jesus. At supper, 
as the traveler breaks and blesses the bread, the feminine face, 
almost like a mask, suddenly becomes revealed as the face of the 
man, Jesus. This interpretation by Caravaggio and Professor 
Fried is not based on scripture mind you, but as this noted 

art historian argued, if one looks closely at the way in which 
Caravaggio portrayed the face of Jesus it is a bit feminine. 
For Fried, Caravaggio wants us to see how a feminine face is 
suddenly being transformed then and there into a masculine 
one. At the lecture Prof. Fried went on to suggest to our rapt 
audience that this sudden transformative moment is typical 
of Caravaggio’s style, noting we see something similar in The 
Calling of St. Matthew (c. 1599-1600 San Luigi dei Francesi, 
Rome) and Conversion of St. Paul on the Way to Damascus (c. 
1601,  Basilica Parrocchiale Santa Maria del Popolo.)

Theologically, the message one can take away from this 
painting is that Christ comes to us as male and female. And 
just as John and then Peter arrived at Jesus’ tomb on Easter 
morning, shocked to find it empty, so too does Caravaggio’s 
depiction of the Supper at Emmaus shock us. Perhaps one 
of the graces of this Ignatian Year is to allow ourselves to 
be shocked, so that we may learn to see “all things new in 
Christ.”3
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Second Collection
To give to the Pontifical Good Friday Collection for 

the Holy Land for our second collection this weekend, 
text an amount and the keyword “SecondCollection” 
(for example “20 second collection”) to (202) 991-

4483. If your mobile number is not already registered 
in the system, a link to a web form will be sent back so 

you may make your gift right from your phone.
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There is something very sacred about visiting a cemetery. Whether 
participating in a burial service or simply visiting the grave of a friend 
or a relative, being present at the grave of someone we knew allows us to 
ponder the deeper meanings of their lives and our own.  In recent years it 
has become commonplace for our parishioners to visit the graves or niches 
of loved ones at our Holy Rood Cemetery.  During Holy Week I have had 
the pleasure of serving dozens of parishioners attending Holy Saturday 
noon service there  and/or the 10am Easter Sunday liturgy. On these 
sacred grounds where more than 7,000 of our parishioners have, since 
1832, been buried, and where, since 2019, dozens have been inurned, our 
shared prayers seem to become more alive!

The practices and rituals associated with the death of Jesus during Holy 
Week serve as ways to acknowledge the death of loved one as well as our own 
future death. And when the death of a loved one occurs during the Easter 
Season, we may especially find consolation in our faith in the Resurrected 
Christ. Such a death happened for my family and me when my father 
passed away on Easter Monday, 1980.  While it was a tremendous loss, 
we found great consolation in the readings of Resurrection and the Easter 
graces of hymnals and rituals. The Easter graces continue when I visit his 
and my mother’s grave at a cemetery outside of Philadelphia.

This Easter I find a similar experience of consolation as my fellow Jesuits 
and I grieve the recent death of a member of our Jesuit community, 
Fr.  Drew Christiansen, SJ. A former editor of America Magazine and a 
prolific writer, Drew served as an advisor to Catholic bishops and leaders, 
including the papal nuncio and Pope Francis. 

Fr. Christiansen’s funeral has been scheduled to take place here at Holy 
Trinity on the Wednesday after Easter, April 20, and he will be buried 
at the Jesuit cemetery located in the heart of Georgetown University’s 
campus. In the near future when I visit Drew’s grave, surrounded by 
hundreds of my Jesuit brothers, I will give thanks for their lives as well as 
for the great gift of faith which allows us to believe that one day we will 
join them in the Resurrected Body of Jesus The Christ.
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Daily Mass Intentions
The parish community prays for all of the dead 
every day at Mass. However, we encourage 
parishioners to mention specific persons by name 
during the General Intercessions when invited to 
do so by the presider.
Parishioners may also request that a specific person 
be remembered by name at a particular weekday 
Mass by calling or visiting the receptionist’s desk in 
the Parish Center during normal office hours.
Names must be submitted one week in advance. 
Persons to be so remembered at weekday Masses 
this week are:

Week of April 18 & 25, 2022

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday 

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Pray for those who are sick: For those we hold 
in our hearts
Pray for those who are dead: For those we 
hold in our hearts
Prayer Requests
To add a name to these prayer lists, please email 
parishlife@trinity.org or call (202) 903-2801. You 
must be an immediate relative of the one to be 
remembered, or have express permission in order to 
add a name to these lists. The names on this prayer 
list will be mentioned aloud at Sunday Mass during 
the General Intercessions and will be published in 
the parish eLetter and bulletin. 

New Parishioner Registration
Welcome to Holy Trinity! We invite you to join our parish. You may register at www.
trinity.org/register. Questions about registering can be directed to registration@
trinity.org. New parishioner orientations are held several times throughout the 
year. See the bulletin, eLetter (sign up at www.trinity.org/eLetter) and website for 
announcement of dates and times.

Sacraments
Mass Schedule (Check bulletin or website for Holy Days)   
                  Weekdays: 8:00am &  5:30pm (in the Chapel on N St.)
                  Note: Please see schedule for daily Mass times.
                  Chapel is open on weekdays between Masses.
                  Saturday: 8:00am — Chapel; 5:30pm Vigil — Church
                  Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:30am, 5:30pm — Church;  
                 

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Every Saturday from 4:30pm–5:15pm or by appointment

Sacramental Preparation:
Persons desiring to receive certain sacraments at Holy Trinity need to be registered 
parishioners and are expected to participate in a preparation program. For more 
information or to register, contact the appropriate staff person:
•	 Infant Baptism: readmin@trinity.org, (202) 903-2808
•	 First Reconciliation/Eucharist: Anne Marie Kaufmann, (202) 903-2846
•	 Youth Confirmation: Anne Marie Kaufmann, (202) 903-2846
•	 Adult Confirmation: Anne Marie Kaufmann, (202) 903-2846
•	 Marriage Preparation: readmin@trinity.org, (202) 903-2808

Baptisms and Weddings:
•	 To schedule a Baptism or Wedding, contact Kathleen Haley at baptisms@

trinity.org or weddings@trinity.org, respectively.

Sacrament of the Sick
Communal anointing is celebrated seasonally in the Chapel of St. Ignatius. Call the 
parish to request the sacrament at home or in the hospital.

Rite of christian Initiation
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process of conversion and 
faith formation for individuals who are interested in living the Christian life in the 
Catholic tradition. Those who want to learn more about the possibility of becoming 
Catholic are welcome to come to the Inquiry meetings held every Tuesday evening 
at 7pm in the Faber Room, Holy Trinity Parish Center. Please contact Anne Koester 
at akoester@trinity.org or (202) 903-2825. Holy Trinity also offers RCIA adapted 
for children and youth who are not Baptized (ages 7 through high school). Please 
contact Anne Marie Kaufmann at akaufmann@trinity.org (202) 903-2846 for more 
information.

LGBTQIA+ Ministry 
Holy Trinity’s commitment to accompany one another in Christ invites us to be 
more deeply aware of the diversity of our community and more welcoming to those 
who are marginalized by society or the Church. Our lay-led ministry embraces 
individuals who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, 
asexual and their families and friends. More information and upcoming meetings 
can be found at www.trinity.org/lgtbqia or by emailing LGBTQIA@trinity.org.

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
PPC members share leadership responsibility with our pastor. As advisors 
to the pastor, PPC members assist the pastor in discerning, articulating and 
communicating to other parishioners the identity and mission of the parish, and 
they assist the pastor in assuring fidelity to that identity and mission. Contact 
President Tania Chomiak-Salvi at ppcpresident@trinity.org and Vice President 
Jennifer Dorsey at parishcouncil@trinity.org.

8:00am

5:30pm

8:00am

5:30pm

8:00am

5:30pm

8:00am

5:30pm

8:00am

5:30pm

8:00am

Audrezej Milewski+

William McGahan

Jeanette Sciulara+, Theresa Collevechio+

Eileen Watts+

Lina DiRosa+

Eden Dalinao Cabaltera+
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pray

Young Adult Community Spring Retreat
April 30, 2022, 10am - 8:30pm
Young adults in their 20s and 30s are invited to a day away 
designed for individuals who are on a quest to explore some 
of the issues they are experiencing in life, relationships, and 
faith. The retreat provides an opportunity to explore how we 
come to know ourselves, 
how we identify what’s 
important to us, and how 
we discover our deepest 
desires – and how all that 
connects with a relationship 
with God and the faith 
community. Up-to-date 
Covid vaccination required 
to participate. Register at 
trinity.org/yac-retreat by 
April 19.

YAC Social Justice Book Club
Starting April 19
Young adults are invited to join a 
discussion of the book Birth of a 
Movement: Black Lives Matter and the 
Catholic Church by Olga M. Segura. 
The discussions will take place on April 
19, May 3, May 17, and May 31 from 
7-8pm in the Upper Room of the Parish 
Center. The April 19 session will focus 
on the Introduction and Chapters 1 and 
2. Please email yacs+socialjustice@trinity.
org to RSVP or for more information. 

We recently met the newest members of our Migrant familia.
Please join us in welcoming the Akbar family! We hope to move 
the family of four into their temporary housing by Easter. With 
the addition of the Akbars, our Migrant Familia has grown 
to 17 individuals/families from nine countries. Mentors and 
volunteers (tutors, drivers, researchers) are always welcome. If 
you would like to learn more about the HT Migrant Team, 
please email migrantteam@trinity.org

Pray the Rosary at the gates of the Russia Embassy 
Parishioners from several local Catholic Churches have been 
gathering each Thursday at noon at the gates of the Russian 
Embassy on Wisconsin Avenue to recite a Rosary for peace 
and an end to the aggression in Ukraine. They extend the 
invite to all members of the Holy Trinity community to join 
them. 

learn

Volunteer Leaders Needed
This summer high school youth from Holy Trinity Parish 
will spend the week of June 27-July 2 serving our neighbors 
in Baltimore.  We are still in need of two more adult leaders 
to accompany our teens on this week of service.  Consider 
whether God might be calling you to serve as a volunteer 
for this service experience in order that teens might have 
the opportunity to experience the love of God through 
loving outreach to our neighbors.  All adult volunteers must 
complete background check paperwork and attend training 
in order to serve as leaders. If you are interested or would like 
more information, please contact Anne Marie Kaufmann, 
akaufmann@trinity.org. 

The HT Green Team is hosting a Green Fair on May 
1 from 8am-1pm in McKenna Courtyard. The Green 
Fair encourages sustainable lifestyle choices for our 
community, raises awareness regarding environmental 
issues, and demonstrates how consumers can reduce 
their impact on the earth by selecting sustainable, 
eco-friendly products and services. Join us for a day of 
learning!

connect

Baltimore Community Engagement for High School 
Youth
All current high school students are invited to serve our 
neighbors this summer, June 27-July 2, in Baltimore.  Teens 
and adult leaders will spend the time serving meals, learning 
about causes of homelessness and poverty, and reflecting on 
their experience through prayer & conversation.  For more 
information, contact Anne Marie Kaufmann, akaufmann@
trinity.org. 

serve
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Stewardship

Happy Easter to All! We rejoice in the power and 
grace of the Risen Christ among us! Hopefully you 
have now received, in the mail and/or as an email, 
Fr. Gillespie’s annual Easter Letter. This Easter, 
as we emerge from the past two pandemic years, 
we are especially grateful to God for the ways in 
which the Risen Christ is active in and through 
our parish. Fr. Gillespie’s letter highlights just a few 
of those ways as he asks for your support of our 
annual Easter Fund. Money donated to the Easter 
Fund supports 100% the work of our parish as our 
ministries bear witness to the Resurrection and Life 
of Jesus Christ. Please support the Easter Fund by 
clicking the Donate button in the banner at the top 
of our website at trinity.org. Thank you!

announcements

Holy Trinity is Hiring!

• Upper School Literacy Coach
• Fourth Grade MathTeacher
• Fifth/Sixth Grade Math/Science Teacher
• Part Time Counselor
For more information, visit htsdc.org/careers

• Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
• Receptionist 
• Administrative Assistant
For more information, visit trinity.org/jobs

Gardening Committee to Meet Saturdays 
The Gardening Committee will meet on Saturdays to prepare 
the Holy Trinity gardens for the Easter Season and the annual 
Garden Party to be held May 13. Members will meet at 9am 
between the Chapel and the shed on April 30 and May 7. 
Gardeners should bring a bottle of water and gloves. Contact 
Stephanie Philbin with questions. stephaniep@starpower.net.

Pilgrimage to The Holy Land: Walk Where Jesus 
Walked June 15 - 25, 2022 
Make your way through the Holy Land to experience Him, 
follow in His footsteps, and see Him in the works He 
performed. Your footsteps will become His. Celebrate votive 
Masses in the very places where these miraculous gifts became 
pages in the Gospel. See where He was back then, and feel 
how He is still there today!  Led by Fr. Brendan Lally, SJ. 
Contact Liz@206tours.com for more information.
 

Italian Dinner & Wine Tasting 
May 7, 6pm. Join parishioners for a wonderful evening 
enjoying an Italian dinner and wine tasting at The Italian 
Place in the Mosaic District in Fairfax.  Sign-up coming soon. 
Contact parishlife@trinity.org for more information.
 
Young Married Couples Blessing & Reception
May 14, 6:30pm, Chapel & Garden 
If you were married at Holy Trinity in the last five years, come 
for a special blessing by Father Gillespie followed by a reception 
in the Chapel Gardens. Contact parishlife@trinity.org for more 
information.
 
Holy Trinity Annual Mass and Picnic
June 12, 10am, Visitation   
Mark your calendars for the  return of our annual picnic that 
will be held at Visitation High School. Enjoy games, hot 
dogs, sides, cotton candy, ice cones, a bounce tent, Mandy the 
Clown, a DJ, and great fun. More details to come.

GirlsUP Summer Camp - Registration Now Open! 
GirlsUP offers extraordinary summer programs for girls ages 
10-13 focussed on developing character, confidence, and critical 
thinking skills through an innovative journey toward self-
discovery. Girls are challenged to think beyond themselves and 
to approach the world with curiosity, empathy and generosity. 
We inspire them to do all of this through interactive discussions 
and activities based on the five pillars of our program: self-
awareness, self-image, self-expression, selfreliance, and self-
giving. Two July sessions available in DC. Visit girlsup.org

Rally for Climate Change with Interfaith Power & Light, 
April 23 
Fight For Our Future: Rally for Climate, Care, Jobs, and 
Justice is movement-wide call to action for Congress with 
President Biden’s support to act swiftly and decisively to 
pass federal climate and economic investment legislation 
that’s as big and bold as the crises we face. For well over 
a year, faith communities have been calling on Congress 
with President Biden’s support to pass federal climate and 
economic recovery legislation that can deliver a just and 
livable future where everyone can thrive. Join us on April 23 
to demonstrate the faith community’s support for climate 
action and help provide a powerful representation of the 
diversity of faith traditions with a shared commitment to 
confronting the climate crisis. Go to ipldmv.org/events/ to 
learn more. 
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Daily Readings:
www.usccb.org/bible/readings

For a complete list of events, visit:
www.trinity.org/calendar

Coffee & Fellowship
following the 9:00 am & 11:30am Masses

Sunday, April 17

Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34a, 37-43 | Colossians 3:1-4 | John 20:1-9

Tuesday, April 19

Wednesday, April 20

Thursday, Aptil 21

Friday, April 22

Saturday, April 23

Tuesday in the Octave of Easter
Acts 2:36-41 | John 20:11-18

Wednesday in the Octave of Easter
Acts 3:1-10 | Luke 24:13-35

Thursday in the Octave of Easter
Acts 3:11-26 | Luke 24:35-48

Friday in the Octave of Easter
Acts 4:1-12 | John 21:1-14

Saturday in the Octave of Easter
Acts 4:13-21 | Mark 16:9-15

6:00pm

7:00pm

7:00pm

8:00am

7:00pm

6:05pm

7:00pm

7:15pm

Ignatian Training Program
Zoom
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
McKenna Hall
YAC Social Justice Book Club
Upper Room

Visitation for Fr. Drew Christiansen, SJ
Church
PPC Meeting
RSVP parishcouncil@trinity.org

Christian Meditation
Chapel
Young Adult Faith Sharing
Chapel
Book Discussion Group
Zoom

Monday, April 18

Monday in the Octave of Easter
Acts 2:14, 22-33 | Matthew 28:8-15

9:00am

8:00pm

Morning Prayer 
Zoom
Separated/Divorced/Widowed Support Group
Zoom

9:00am Morning Prayer
Zoom

7:30am

7:30pm

Zen Meditation
Church
Movie Moments of Grace Film Discussion
Zoom
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At Georgetown Home Care, we believe great personal care takes a personal touch. That’s why we 

put so much thought into matching each client with the right Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). 

Our services are available seven days a week, ranging from a few hours a week to 24-hour care. 

Services include:

> Assistance with personal care

> Transportation and running errands

> Medication reminders

> Light housekeeping

> Meal planning and preparation 

> Companionship

Our caring, compassionate CNAs can give someone you love the  

help they need to keep living at home. And that means peace of 

mind for both you and your loved one. 

“Now that I have a personal assistant,  
I tell my friends I’ve gone Hollywood.”

, LLC

Washington, DC

CatholicMatch.com/goDC

William Milby
Wealth Management Advisor
202.862.2673 • william_milby@ml.com
Parishioner of Holy Trinity

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
1152 15th Street NW, Suite 6000 
Washington, DC 20005

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill”) makes available certain 
investment products sponsored, managed, distributed or provided by companies that are affiliates of Bank of America 
Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a registered broker-dealer, Member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA Corp.
© 2019 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. ARQ54MR7 | AD-09-19-0768 | 470944PM-0519 | 10/2019

We are OPEN and ready to
safely serve your dental needs!

Currently accepting new patients

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32980511
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32980517
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View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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